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The Tragedy of Hamlet 

Stood challenger on mount of all the age 
Por h pM&T)ns,bdc my reuenge will comp. 

Kins. Break: not your flecpcs for that, you itVaft Ubt thinkc 
T' hae V?e arcTmdeof ftufFc fo fiat and dull. 

That wc can let our berd be fhooke with danger. 

And thiuke it paftime^ou fhortly fliall hearc more, 

I low d your father, and wc Ioue our fclfc, 

Aftd that I hope will teach you to imagine. 

Enter * CUejfenger with Letters . 

Afejfe. Thefe to your Maiefty,this to the Queene. 

King. From Hamlet^ ho brought them? 

Afejfe, Saylers my'Lbrdthey fay,I faw them not. 

They were giuen me b/ ^/ir#/<?,he receiaed them 
Of him that brought them. 

King, Laertes you fhall hcare them : leaue vs. 

High and mighty,you (Ball know l am fee naked on your kingdom; 
to morrow fhall I begge leaue to fee your kingly eyes , when I M, 
firft asking you pardon, xherc-vuto ftcounttheoccafionofmyfud- 
dame rcturne. 

King . Wh at ftiould this meane,are all the reft come backe, 

Or is it fome abufe,and no fuch thing? 

Laer. Know you the hand? 

Kmg, Tis Hamlets cara&er. Naked, 

And in a poftfeript here he faies alone. 

Can you deuife me* 

Laer, I am loft in it mv Lord, but let him come. 

It warmes the very fickncs in my hearc 
That I liuc and tell him to his teeth. 

Thus didft thou. 

Kmg, If it be fo Laertes , 

As how ftiould it be fo,how otherwife. 

Will you be rul’d by me? 

Laer, I my Lora/o you will not ore-rule me to a peace. 

King . Tothineownepcace.ifhebenow returned. 

As liking no t his voyage, and chat he meaucs. 

No qaore to rnder take ic,I will worke him 
To an cxployc,now ripe in my deuife, 

Vndcr the which he ftuU not clioofc but fall; ^ 


Prince ofDetmarke . 

And for his death no wind of blame fhall breads 
But euen his mother iTiail vnebarge the pra6hfc, 
Aiidcdlitaccedcnt. 

hier. My Lord I will be rul’d. 

The rather if you could deuife it fo 
That I might be the o* gan. 

King 1c falls right, 

You hauc bccne taike of fince your trauaile much, 
And that in Hamlets hearing fora quality 
Wnerein they fay you fhine, your iumme of parts 
Did not together plucke fuch enuy from him 
Asdid that one, and that in my regard 
Ofihe vnworchieft fiedge. 

Leer. What part is that my Lord? 

Kwg A very riband in the cap of youth. 

Yet nectifull too, for youth no leflc becomes 
The light and carclcfle liucry that it weares 
Then fettled age, his fables, and his weedcs 
Importing health and grauenes ; two monthes fince 
Hccrc was a Gentleman of Normandy y 
Ihauefeenemy felfe , and feru’d againft the French,’ 
And they can well on horfe-backe, but this Gallant 
Had witch-craft in’r, he grew vneohis ieate, 

And to fuch wondrous dooing brought his horie. 

As had he bccne incorp*ft,.and dcwiy-natur’d 
With the bratic bcaft, foiarre he topt me thought* 
Trtat I in forgery of fh apes and tricks 

Comeihortofwhathe did. 

W. A Norman waft? 

A Norman. 

Vpon my life L amord. 

The very fame. 

I know him, well he is the brooch indeed 
Andlemofall thcNation. 

Kmg Hcmadeconfcfsionofyou, 
gauc you fuch a maifterly report 
a 0, arc an d exeuife in your defence, 

•p. n ° r yo'Jt Rapier moft efpccial I, 

,at nccryd out t would be a fijht indeed 



